26                                       JOHN STERLING-.

In Cowbridge is some kind of free school, or grammar-
school, of a certain distinction; and this to Captain Sterling
was probably a motive for settling in the neighbourhood
of it with his children. Of this however, as it turned out,
there was no use made: the Sterling family, during its
continuance in those parts, did not need more than a primary
school. The worthy master who presided over these Christ-
mas galas, and had the honour to teach John Sterling his
reading and writing, was an elderly Mr. Eeece of Cowbridge,
who still (in 1851) survives, or lately did; and is still re-
membered by his old pupils as a worthy, ingenious and
kindly man, " who wore drab breeches and white stockings."
Beyond the Eeece sphere of tuition John Sterling did not
go in this locality.

In fact the Sterling household was still fluctuating; the
problem of a task for Edward Sterling's powers, and of an-
chorage for his affairs in any sense, was restlessly struggling
to solve itself, but was still a good way from being solved.
Anthony, in revisiting'these scenes "with John in 1839, men-
tions going to the spot " where we used to stand with our
Father, looking out for the arrival of the London mail:" a
little chink through which is disclosed to us a big restless
section of a human life. The Hill of Welsh Llanblethian,
then, is like the mythic Caucasus in its degree (as indeed
all hills and habitations where men sojourn are); and here
too, on a small scale, is a Prometheus Chained? Edward
Sterling, I can well understand, was a man to tug at the
chains that held him idle in those the prime of his years;
and to ask restlessly, yet not in anger and remorse, so much
as in hope, locomotive speculation, and ever-new adventure
and attempt, Is there no task nearer my own natural size,
then? So he looks out from the Hill-side <for the arrival